The Random Jottings of Donald Jay from Nelson in Pendle. 

Old De Luxe Cinema. 

In the heart of Railway Street, Nelson stood theThe building was easily recognizable by its 
corrugated iron structure and was fondly known by the locals as "the bug hut" or "the tin 
tabernacle." The cinema had been Nelson's pride and joy, as it was the town's first purpose-built 
cinema, opened by the mayor, alderman Albert Smith on August 29th, 1910. 

The De Luxe Cinema had been a hub of entertainment for many years, but it had also been the 
site of a tragic incident that left a deep scar on its history. The story goes that a young girl had 
come to watch a movie at the cinema with her family, but she had suddenly taken ill and died 
before she could receive medical attention. 

After the incident, many people claimed to have seen the ghost of the girl haunting the cinema. 
Some even reported feeling a sudden drop in temperature and the scent of roses whenever the 
ghost was near. Despite the rumours, the De Luxe Cinema continued to operate, and people kept 
coming to watch movies, even if they had to do so in the presence of a ghost. 

However, time passed, and the cinema eventually closed down. The building remained empty 
for many years until it was eventually sold to make way for a new nursery. The old cinema was 
demolished, and a new structure was erected in its place. 

But the ghost of the young girl remained. People who worked at the nursery reported seeing her 
ghostly shape gliding past them, and they would feel a sudden chill in the air whenever she was 
near. The scent of roses also lingered in the air, as if the girl was trying to make her presence 
known. 

Despite the eerie presence, the nursery continued to operate, and children would come and go, 
unaware of the ghostly history of the place they played in. The De Luxe Cinema may be gone, 
but its legacy lives on, as the ghost of the young girl still haunts Railway Street, Nelson. 

By Donald Jay 


